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The reach of the Pearl River presented in this atlas extends from Georgetown, Miss., 40.8 miles downstream to
Monticello.

Channel width in this reach varies from 250 to 300 feet, depending upon the stage of the river, and depth varies
from 2 feet at low water in shoal areas to more than 30 feet at medium stage in deep pools. The banks are almost ver-
tical along this reach of the river, but at Georgetown, Rockport, St. Regis Paper Mill, and Monticello, there are sites
where boats can be launched. The Pearl also offers many large sand bars for camping or resting points. At Georgetown,
Rockport, and Monticello, camping supplies can be obtained near the river.

The water from the Pearl River should not be consumed unless treated, and it may not be safe for swimming, but
the river is suitable for boating and fishing throughout the reach.

In general, this reach of the river is moderately deep and slow moving. Little difficulty should be encountered in
boating except at low water in shoal areas. Due to the high turbidity of the river water, submerged logs are difficult to
spot, and one should be cautious while motoring on the river.

Two rivers and several large crecks enter the Pearl River in this reach. The Strong River empties into the Pearl on
the east bank about 1-1/2 miles south of Georgetown. The Fair River runs into the Pearl about 6 miles north of Monti-

3 cello on the west bank. The larger creeks are Copiah, Steel, Keys, Indian, Vaughn, Pegies, Bahala, and Pretty. All these
creeks provide fishing opportunities and camping sites near their mouths.
Numerous species of fish inhabit the river, including large-mouth bass, black and white crappie, bluefill, readear,
N chain pickerel, warmouth, and channel, blue, flathead, and spoonbill catfish. Wildlife that may be encountered include
deer, squirrel, rabbit, beaver, raccoon, o’possum, mink, otter, and muskrat. Wild turkey and various species of duck
also frequent the area. There are 39 species of snakes common to this area, of which six are poisonous. These are the
— Cottonmouth Moccasin, Copperhead, Pigmy Rattlesnake, Timber Rattlesnake, Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake, and
= the Eastern Coral Snake. Wooded areas adjacent to the river contain cypress, magnolia, hickory, oak, cottonwood,
y willow, gum, elm, bay, wild fruits; and flowering vegetation. Pasture land and cultivated fields are also common along
. Gl this reach of the river.
Free-float times shown on this atlas are based on floating trips made by personnel of the U.S. Geological Survey.
Paddles were used only to keep the boat in the main thread of the stream and to free the boat from stagnant areas. The
float trips were made at near-steady river stages and when winds were calm. Variation from these conditions will cause
divergence from the float times presented. The tables may be used to estimate the time required to float with the current
between points on the river. For example, if one wishes to compute the time required to float from Georgetown to
Rockport when the river stage is about 12 feet on the gage, simply add the three free-float times for the three subreaches
between the two locations and obtain 5 hours (1 + 1/2 + 3-1/2). Float times can be estimated for gage heights other
than those shown on the table by interpolation.
The stage of the river at the Monticello gage is reported daily by theNational Weather Service.
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